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We have especially equipped our educational escape room in physics with original historical text
documents by Erwin Schrödinger, to improve the atmosphere. The documents are printed on imi-
tations of paper used for historical documents. The desk is furnished with historical objects, such
as an old rusty hole punch, an old mantel clock, a worn wooden box, glasses in the style of the time
and a picture of the Schrödinger family in his childhood days. Although the scientific language is
English, the native language lends a local character, especially for first-year students not majoring
in physics.
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I. INTRODUCTION

FIG. 1: Shown is the photo frame with a photo of the
Schrödinger family (year 1888) during Erwin Schrödinger’s
childhood. The light shines through because the photo frame
has no back panel. Also shown are a pair of spectacles, an
old box, the mantel clock and a golden flowerpot.

Escape rooms are team-based games where players
solve puzzles, experiments, and accomplish tasks1–3. The
interest in building escape rooms has grown in the last

years1. In 2021, C. Lathwesen et al. reached the follow-
ing conclusion:
Nevertheless, we were able to identify some gaps in the
research and development on this topic. First of all, there
is still a need for new proposals mainly in the subjects of
physics and biology4.
To fill this gap, we set up an escape room in physics for
undergraduate veterinary medical students founded by
Ministry of Science and Culture of the state Lower Sax-
ony (Innovation plus). To build up the escape room in
physics, we introduced a concept of one large room di-
vided into two rooms; for details see S. A. Bräuninger
et al.5. An example of a physics puzzle in the form of a
train experiment can be found as well6. Interestingly, we
did not use the metal halogen ceiling already installed
in the university rooms. To support the escape room
concept, we developed a lighting concept to improve the
adventure-like feeling7. In the following, we focus on the
equipment of the desk in the second room which is called
Schrödinger’s workroom.

II. EXPERIMENTAL

We printed out historical fonts on old paper for the his-
torical setting in the second room as part of our escape
room concept. The paper was chlorine-free bleached and
environmentally friendly. The shown copper photo frame
has no bracing board. The photograph was cropped ac-
cordingly to fit the photo frame. The source of the docu-
ments is the Austrian Central Library for Physics at the
University of Vienna.

III. LICENSING CONDITIONS

The documents and photographs shown here are of his-
torical significance. Erwin Schrödinger is a public figure.
The purpose is non-commercial and the age of the orig-
inal documents is over 100 years. EU law and Germany
and Austria licensing regulations apply. Copyright pro-
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tection has already expired.

IV. DESK

A. Photography

We put a family picture of Erwin Schrödinger as a
small child on the desk. An old copper photo frame was
chosen, which fits in with the period. The desk is comple-
mented by historical text documents, a pair of spectacles,
an old box and a golden flower pot, see Figure 1. The
document contains some equations that emphasize the
reference to physics. �

B. Historical documents

Historical documents are shown in Figure 2. These are
correspondences between Erwin Schrödinger and Wolf-
gang Pauli and Albert Einstein. The style of the imi-
tations of the historical documents was varied for this
purpose. The text is in German, as Erwin Schrödinger

was Austrian. This fits in very well with the physics
escape room at a German university.

V. CONCLUSIONS

There are various ways to decorate an escape room. In
a historical setting, the thematic integration of a scientist
who also wrote documents in the local language is par-
ticularly appropriate. Although the scientific language is
English, the native language lends a local character, espe-
cially for first-year undergraduate students in the context
of an escape room for students not majoring in physics.
This shows students their endemic importance in the con-
text of science as a nation. In our case, an alternative
could have been documents of Albert Einstein as well.

VI. REMARK

This is purely a description. A scientific review process
is not necessary. However, a peer review took place. �
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